
TensionTension
Troubles?Troubles?

 If the needle or bobbin is not inserted properly.
 If the machine is not threaded correctly. Threading instructions for sewing
machines and sergers are included in the machine’s manual and should be
consulted before you start sewing.
 If there is a thread obstruction, like using the wrong spool cap, or having
something like thread stuck in the threadpath.
 If for some reason your machine just doesn't like you that day.. (Just
kidding, but can you relate?)
 If you have a problem fabric such as lycra,  knits, batiks, or even velvet and
corduroy.
 If you are using an incorrect thread.

What to Watch out for when Stitching Seams
 

When sewing fabrics together, problems can occur from several different
issues: 

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Always stitch a sample first:

• Use a sample piece of the material you are about to sew.
• Check you have chosen the right needle size and thread to suit the fabric
type and weight.
• Always place two layers of fabric together when producing a sewing sample
to check thread tension, needle type and stitch length.

Correct thread tension:
 

A correct thread tension looks smooth and flat on both sides of the seam. The
needle and bobbin threads interlock midway between the surfaces of the

material.  It's always best to match threads top to bottom unless instructed
otherwise, such as the case with embroidery bobbin fill.

 

https://www.thesewingdirectory.co.uk/sewing-machine-needle-guide/


Be sure to start with a clean machine. Check the area around the bobbin case
for lint and debris.  Again, your owner's manual or your machine dealer will

provide the correct way to do this.  At Robinson Sew and Vac, we want you to
succeed, and you receive unlimited lessons when you buy your machine from

us.  Give us a call if you'd like to schedule one at 618-544-7612
 

Double, triple and quadruple check your threading, all the way back to the
spool.  Be sure you have the correct spool cap on the machine.  Your spool cap
needs to be the right one for the job.  Mini-king spools that look like cones were
made to deliver vertically, so when you use them on a horizontal spool pin, use

an insert, so that the thread doesn't get behind a spool cap that is too large
and tangle.  This can not only affect your tension, but can cause needle

breakage and throat plate/ bobbin case damage.  If you're using an external
thread stand, be sure the thread isn't wrapped beneath the spool.  Thread nets

can be a great help for this.
 

Make sure that you are using a good all purpose thread.  Multiple machines
have been damaged by commercial or "hand" sewing threads.  Polyester all

purpose in a 50 weight is ideal for most projects.  Don't know if your thread is a
good one?  Call us and run it past us, or stop by and we will help you find the

correct thread.  Also double check that you didn't grab a top-stitching needle,
or the wrong size of needle.  Again, let us help you make an informed choice,

we are glad to help!
 

Bottom line is, many times, tension is a combination of many things.  As a
general rule, you can leave your bobbin case tension alone and slightly adjust

from the top, either raising your top thread tension or lowering it.  
 

Keep in mind that if everything was perfect and then all of a sudden you have
trouble, it is very possibly a needle issue.  Replacing a worn or bent needle is

the least expensive repair you will ever perform!
 

Let us know if we can help in any way! 
We want your sewing experience to be the best possible!

 
Robinson Sew and Vac

1303 E Main Street
Robinson, IL  62454

618-544-7612



70/10 – 100 weight threads
80/12 – 50 weight threads
90/14 – 40 weight threads
100/16 – 30 weight threads and
thicker

As a rule, pair up the needle you are
using with the thread weights below:

Always remember, the higher the
number, the thinner the thread.  For
example 25 weight thread is extremely
thick, while 60 weight thread is fine.

Thanks for shopping at Robinson Sew
and Vac!

1303 E Main Street, 
Robinson, IL  62454
618-544-7612

 

NEEDLE/
THREAD 
CHOICES


